
 

A community of young professionals empowering the younger generation into successful career paths 

 

A brief on the current situation 
 

What is happening with Fanaka currently? 

After our February orientation, in accordance with the government mandate to stop gatherings 

of people as an effort to control the spread of the COVID19 virus, Fanaka cancelled its March 

workshop and paused activities that require physical interaction. During this time, Fanaka 

members deliberated and gathered feedback from mentees in order to re-evaluate program 

support.  

 

What is going on with our mentees? 

Both Chang’ombe and Tambaza high schools were caught by surprise with the national school 

closure announcement, hence putting no plan in place for continuation of studies. This lack of 

guidance from the schools has left students feeling lost and generally discouraged from 

studying since:  

1. Most have no idea what they should focus on and what will happen when schools open 

2. A lot of students lack study materials and books to facilitate self-study 

3. 8 of the 16 students we reached are offline, they have no smartphones and have no 

means of connecting with peers or teachers online to share materials or simply 

encourage one another to study 

 

What support did students say they needed during this time? 

● The majority asked for help to access study materials 

○ Some would like to be plugged into any online channels or groups e.g. whatsapp 

where they could download relevant materials  

● A few students asked to be linked to tutors who can guide them through their self-study 

● Three students who don’t have smartphones asked for support to get online, two to 

access study materials and one to continue running an online shoes and clothes 

business they used to do. One student asked to be supported with airtime to buy data so 

that they can get online and access study materials.  

● A few asked to be connected to online groups with peers, tutors or mentors in order to 

draw motivation to study and stay up to date with the world 

● One student would like to get subject-specific books for self-study and there is another 

who enjoys writing scripts and would like help editing her work 

 

In a nutshell, this is the general status of things at the moment. We will provide another update 

regarding the support we are offering mentees shortly. 

 


